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Mention history and some might struggle to stifle a yawn. But when presented as a narrative it
can often be compelling reading. Stephen J. Nichols takes a key period in time, the Reformation,
and presents its major players in a fresh way. From Martin Luther, a simple monk who wielded
the mallet, to kings and queens, this book goes behind the scenes to uncover the human side of
these larger-than-life Reformers. Along the way readers meet Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin,
Kings Henry VIII and Edward VI, Lady Jane Grey, Anne Bradstreet, and many others.For those
wanting to see history in its context, Nichols also provides a sampling of primary source
materials. It is an engaging read that will remind readers of the foundational truths that can never
be taken for granted by the church in any age. Includes numerous illustrations.

“Dr. Nichols has done it again! He’s written a history book that will teach you without boring you
to death. In fact, this book is fun! But more than that, this is a book that will cause you to rejoice
in the Reformation and renew your commitment to the truths of the Reformation for our time.
Read it! You’ll be glad you did.”Steve Brown, professor at Reformed Theological Seminary in
Orlando, Florida; an author and teacher on Key Life, nationally syndicated radio
program“Beyond merely summarizing Reformation history and teaching, Nichols draws us into
the life and times of this era—as if the issues that inflamed an era still mattered. And they do.
Read this book and you’ll be glad that the Reformation isn’t over.”Michael Horton, J. Gresham
Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and Apologetics, Westminster Seminary
California“Professor Stephen Nichols is already well-known for his remarkable ability to make
history live and sing. This new work is no exception and will simply enhance his well-deserved
reputation. It is a scintillating helicopter tour of the amazing men—and wonderful women—of the
Reformation. Here conviction joins with courage, holiness with humor, in a wonderful medley of
Christian heroes and heroines.”Sinclair B. Ferguson, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church,
Columbia, South Carolina --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the
AuthorStephen J. Nichols (PhD, Westminster Theological Seminary) serves as the president of
Reformation Bible College and chief academic officer of Ligonier Ministries. He has written over
twenty books and is an editor of the Theologians on the Christian Life series. He also hosts the
weekly podcast 5 Minutes in Church History.President, Reformation Bible College; Chief
Academic Officer, Ligonier Ministries; author, Martin Luther: A Guided Tour of His Life and
Thought and The Reformation: How a Monk and a Mallet Changed the World--This text refers to
an alternate kindle_edition edition.Review"Dr. Nichols has done it again! He's written a history
book that will teach you without boring you to death. In fact, this book is fun! But more than that,
this is a book that will cause you to rejoice in the Reformation and renew your commitment to the
truths of the Reformation for our time. Read it! You'll be glad you did."―Steve Brown, Host, Key



Life radio program; author, Three Free Sins: God Isn't Mad At You "Beyond merely summarizing
Reformation history and teaching, Nichols draws us into the life and times of this era-as if the
issues that inflamed an era still mattered. And they do. Read this book and you'll be glad that the
Reformation isn't over."―Michael Horton, J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology
and Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California"Professor Stephen Nichols is already well-
known for his remarkable ability to make history live and sing. This new work is no exception and
will simply enhance his well-deserved reputation. It is a scintillating helicopter tour of the
amazing men-and wonderful women-of the Reformation. Here conviction joins with courage,
holiness with humor, in a wonderful medley of Christian heroes and heroines."―Sinclair B.
Ferguson, Chancellor’s Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed Theological Seminary;
Teaching Fellow, Ligonier Ministries--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read
more
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may faithfully guard and defend it against all enemies, and joyfully proclaim it, to the salvation of
souls and the glory of thy Holy Name; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.Prayer for Reformation



Day, Lutheran Service Book & HymnalAlmighty God and Father, grant unto us, because we have
to go through much strife on this earth, the strength of thy Holy Spirit, in order that we may
courageously go through the fire, and through the water, and that we may put ourselves so
under thy rule that we may go to meet death in full confidence of thy assistance and without
fear.A prayer of John Calvin
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INTRODUCTIONHistorians like dates. And one of the dates that historians like best is October
31, 1517. On that day one monk with mallet in hand nailed a document to the church door in
Wittenberg. It contained a list of Ninety-Five Theses for a debate. The immediate concern was
an indulgence sale to finance St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome and the Sistine Chapel—
Michelangelo didn’t come cheap. Martin Luther, the mallet-wielding monk, could keep silent no
longer. He got much more than a debate, however. He and his list of Ninety-Five Theses
triggered a Reformation that would sweep across his native German lands, across Europe, and
eventually across the entire world. The world would never be the same. Luther’s act gave birth to
the Protestant church, now nearly 600 million members strong. Luther’s act also brought the
world out of medieval times and into the modern age. Little wonder historians like the date of
October 31, 1517.While we like that date, and Luther for that matter, the Reformation is a much
broader event than that singular day. To be sure, the Reformation began on that day. The
Reformation, however, spanned two centuries and encompassed a cast of characters from a
variety of nations. Luther may very well be at the center of the Reformation, but he does not
stand alone.This book offers a look at this cast of characters and what they accomplished for the
life of the church. It tells the various stories that make up the one, grand narrative of the
Reformation. We move from Germany down to Switzerland, then over to France and back again.
We cross the English Channel to see the Reformation in Britain, and we cross the ocean to see
the Reformation’s impact on the New World. Along the way we meet up with Martin Luther, Ulrich
Zwingli, Conrad Grebel, Menno Simons, and John Calvin. We also meet Thomas Cranmer,
Kings Henry VIII and Edward VI, John Knox, John Bunyan, Lady Jane Grey, Anne Bradstreet,
and many others. While some of these are rather familiar to us, perhaps we are meeting some of
them for the first time.Before we begin our tour, however, it may be helpful to explore why we
should even be talking about these Reformers in the first place. So Chapter One begins with a
question of fundamental importance: Why does the Reformation matter to us today?

chapter oneFIVE HUNDRED YEARS OLDAND STILL GOING STRONGWhy the Reformation
Matters TodayThis book is built upon two ideas. First, the Reformation matters. Second, history
can be fun. Since you are reading this book, I’m prone to think that you already believe these two
points. It might be worthwhile, however, to spend some time on them before we go any
further.“History is bunk,” as Henry Ford so famously put it. Newer is better, it has often been said.
If conventional and even presidential wisdom is our guide, then the study of history offers little for
life in the twenty-first century. On top of that, it’s boring—just one relentless repetition of dates
after another. But these estimations of history couldn’t be further from the truth.REMEMBER
THE EXODUSHistory has always been crucial to the people of God. Again and again the Old
Testament authors sound the mantra, “Remember.” For them, the rallying cry wasn’t “Remember
the Alamo.” It was “Remember the Exodus.” Israel was to remember the Exodus, to remember all
that God had done for his people in delivering them from bondage in Egypt and in bringing them
into the Promised Land. They were to remember the covenant that governed their relationship



with each other and with God (see, for example, Exod. 20:2). When something significant
occurred in the life of Israel, they erected a monument so they and future genera tions would
remember what great things God had done for them (see, for example, Josh. 4:1-7). The
Israelites did best when they remembered. They flailed and faltered when they forgot. Those
who don’t know history, as another saying goes, are doomed to repeat it.History matters no less
in the pages of the New Testament. When Christ huddled his disciples one last time before his
arrest and crucifixion, he assured them of one precious promise—that the Holy Spirit would
come and would help them to remember. He would guide them in remembering and in recording
those memories so they would give a true and accurate account of all that Christ did in his life
and in his work of redemption on the cross. The Holy Spirit would help them remember and write
down for the whole world who Christ was as the God-man and what he did as the Redeemer of
his people (John 14, 16).We see this in the example of Luke and his Gospel. When Luke begins
his narrative account of the story, he turns from his profession as a physician to that of historian.
He writes to Theophilus:Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things
that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also,
having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught
(Luke 1:1-4).For Luke, history mattered. The church depended on it. History mattered to Paul
too. He tells us that all of his preaching, indeed Christianity itself, hangs on one combined
historical event: the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:12-18). For the Old
Testament it was “Remember the Exodus,” an event of redemption that prefigured the work of
Christ. For the New Testament, it is “Remember Christ and his cross.”What we learn from all of
this is that Christianity isn’t a religion of abstraction or of speculative philosophies. God revealed
himself in a physical place and in real time. There’s no virtual revelation. And the apex of his
revelation to his creatures is the incarnate one, the God-man, Jesus Christ, who was born in
history, lived in a real place in flesh and blood, and died in plain view. He rose again not in some
abstract way but in reality. He appeared to the disciples and to the crowds (Luke 24), and he ate
fish on the shores of the Sea of Tiberias (John 21).Luke doesn’t stop his narrative with the
resurrection of Christ. His sequel, the book of Acts, picks up the story with the tragedies and
triumphs of the early church. It was of utmost importance to Luke that the church remember how
God worked and how Christianity began with a tiny band of desperate disciples. To say that
history matters to Christianity is a classic understatement.THE CLASSROOM OF CHURCH
HISTORYBut that’s biblical history. Of course it matters. What about church history? Why should
it matter? Or to put it directly, we have biblical history, but we don’t need church history. Or to put
it even more directly, we have the Bible—we don’t need tradition too.While it is true that we must
be careful never to confuse biblical history and church history, it is not true that we don’t need
church history. Further, while it is true that we must always preserve the sole authority of
Scripture—which, incidentally, is a Reformation principle—it is not true that tradition serves no



purpose. We are not the first Christians trying to make sense of the Bible and trying to proclaim it
faithfully and winsomely in the world in which we live. We have guides from the past.Church
history provides us with plenty of examples—good, bad, and even ugly—of Christians from all
walks of life and from a variety of contexts who labored to bring their faith to bear upon the world
in which they lived. Church history is like one grand classroom focused on living out Christ’s final
command to his church—to be disciples in the world (John 17:9-21). When we remember the
lessons, we tend to do well. When we forget or ignore them, we tend to stumble.“HERE I RAISE
MY EBENEZER”This line, from the second stanza of Robert Robinson’s hymn “Come, Thou
Fount of Every Blessing,” comes from 1 Samuel 7:10-12. Ebenezer means “stone of help.” God
“helped” Israel by confounding the Philistine army and defeating them. So Israel would always
remember what God did for them, Samuel erected a monument, naming it Ebenezer. The hymn
uses this text to stress the importance of remembering, of looking over the scenes of our life and
seeing God’s hand at work. As the full line declares, “Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy
help I’m come.”As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack
Israel. But the LORD thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw
them into confusion, and they were routed before Israel. And the men of Israel went out from
Mizpah and pursued the Philistines and struck them, as far as below Beth-car. Then Samuel
took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said,
“Till now the LORD has helped us.” (1 Sam. 7:10-12)But church history is more than a classroom
that keeps us from stumbling. It can also be humbling. “Newer is better” has a certain ring of
pride to it. It is as if we are saying we are so much better than those in the past, so much
smarter, so much more clever. It is true that technology has advanced and time has marched on.
Imagine what Luther would think of our twenty-first-century world. Yet I marvel at what Luther did
accomplish. His collected writings in German are over one hundred volumes; the English edition
taxes readers at its abridged fifty-six volumes. And he did all that with quill and ink and movable
type that took hours on end to arrange. When you look at what Luther accomplished—his books,
his sermons, his hymns, his teaching, his founding and building the denomination that bears his
name—you might think he lived ten lifetimes. We in our age with everything we have at our
disposal should be humbled by these accomplishments.We are also humbled by the depth of
the Reformers’ devotion to Christ. We talk much about the spiritual disciplines in our
contemporary times, but the Puritans wrote the book on the matter. J. I. Packer likens the
Puritans to the great California Redwoods, towering in their spiritual maturity and insight. In
some ways we are not standing on their shoulders—we are standing in their shadows. Studying
the various figures in church history, and especially the lives of the Reformers, can be a
humbling experience, an experience that we, basking in the hubris of the twenty-first century,
sometimes desperately need.Finally, we are not only taught humility, we are also taught about
what matters most when we look to church history and the Reformation in particular. The
Reformation was a time of great challenge for those who longed to be true to the Word of God.
They debated and wrote. They preached and prayed and were imprisoned. Some gave their very



lives for what they believed. This was a crisis moment. In times of crisis, the peripheral and non-
essential has a way of dropping off, leaving one with what is central and essential, with those
things that matter most.REFORMATIONThe word reformation comes from the Latin verb
reformo, which means “to form again, mold anew, or revive.” The Reformers did not see
themselves as inventers, discoverers, or creators. Instead they saw their efforts as rediscovery.
They weren’t making something from scratch but were reviving what had become dead. They
looked back to the Bible and to the apostolic era, as well as to early church fathers such as
Augustine (354–430) for the mold by which they could shape the church and re-form it. The
Reformers had a saying, “Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda,” meaning “the church
reformed, always reforming.”THE LESSONS OF THE REFORMATIONThe things that matter
most to us all center on the gospel. The church simply can’t afford to forget the lesson of the
Reformation about the utter supremacy of the gospel in everything the church does. Elie Wiesel,
Nobel Prize winner and Holocaust survivor, has dedicated his life to bearing witness to the
unimaginable horrors and atrocities of the Holocaust. He speaks of the unspeakable. And he
does so because humanity cannot afford to forget the lesson of the Holocaust. It is far too easy
to forget, especially when forgetting eases our conscience. History, however, compels us to
remember. In studying the Reformation, we remember what the church is all about, and we
remember how easy it is for the church to lose its grip on the gospel.If he said it once, Martin
Luther said it a hundred times: “The church’s true treasure is the gospel.” Luther lived at a time
when this true treasure had been traded for something worth far less. As a monk, he stood in a
long line of succession that stretched back through centuries of theologians and churchmen
who had heaped up layer upon layer of extrabiblical teaching and practice, obscuring the
church’s true treasure of the gospel. Like scaffolding that surrounds and hides the beauty of a
building, these layers needed to be torn down so the object that mattered could be seen without
hindrance and without obstruction. Luther, with a little help from his friends, tore down the
scaffolding, revealing the beauty and wonder of the gospel for the church once again. Luther
called his own (re)discovery of the gospel a “breakthrough” (durchbruch in German).In the
process he brought about an entire revolution of church life, practice, and doctrine. Many of the
doctrines that we Protestants take for granted find their crystallized expression in the thought of
the Reformers. Theologians speak of the Solas, from the Latin word sola, meaning “alone.”
Usually we list five Solas: 1. Sola Scriptura, meaning “Scripture alone”: The Bible is the sole and
final authority in all matters of life and godliness. The church looks to the Bible as its ultimate
authority. 2. and 3. Sola Gratia, meaning “grace alone,” and Sola Fide, meaning “faith alone”:
Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone. It is not by works; we come to Christ empty-
handed. This is the great doctrine of justification by faith alone, the cornerstone of the
Reformation. 4. Solus Christus, meaning “Christ alone”: There is no other mediator between God
and sinful humanity than Christ. He alone, based on his work on the cross, grants access to the
Father. 5. Soli Deo Gloria, meaning “the glory of God alone”: All of life can be lived for the glory of
God; everything we do can and should be done for his glory. The Reformers called this the



doctrine of vocation, viewing our work and all the roles we play in life as a calling.These
doctrines form the bedrock of all that we believe, and the Reformers gave these doctrines their
finest expression. In addition to the doctrines we routinely believe, the Reformers also laid out for
us many of the practices of the church that we take for granted. The church had lost sight of the
sermon, celebrating the Mass instead. The Reformers returned the sermon to the church
service. In the case of the Puritans in England, they returned it with a vengeance.Congregations
didn’t sing in the centuries leading up to the Reformation. In fact, Jan Hus, one of the pre-
Reformation reformers, was condemned as a heretic for, among other things, having his
congregation sing. Luther and the other Reformers restored congregational singing to the
church. Knowing this should humble us every time we sing in church. We should offer our
heartfelt thanks to Luther, and we should remember what Hus gave for the privilege.JAN HUS
(1372–1415)Priest and rector of Bethlehem Chapel in Prague, Czech Republic (then Bohemia),
Hus was a forerunner of the Reformation. Inspired by the ideas of John Wycliffe, Hus held to the
authority of Scripture, a view that led him to challenge many practices of the Roman Catholic
Church. He wrote against papal authority and, as Luther would later do in the Ninety-Five
Theses, against indulgences. He proposed a Bible translation into Czech, congregational
singing, and the preaching of the Bible. For these views he was condemned and martyred. A
century later Martin Luther would take his stand for these same ideas.Jan HusThe Reformers
also revolutionized daily life outside the church. They gave new meaning to work and to various
roles—spouses, parents, and children; employees and employers; civic rulers and citizens. Prior
to the Reformation, the only work that really mattered was church work. The rest of life was
simply viewed as putting in time.In the chapters that follow, we’ll have much more to say on
these doctrines, church practices, and views on life and work. The Reformers have left us a
significant legacy on all these matters. Sometimes these are lessons that we still need to
learn.DO WE STILL NEED THE REFORMATION?So far we have been assuming that the
Reformation matters because it serves the church and because it was a most valuable time in
the church’s life when so many had lost their way. Some, however, have a different opinion of the
Reformation’s value.The dean of American church historians, Mark Noll, has recently published
a book with a rather provocative title, Is The Reformation Over?1 Noll and coauthor Carolyn
Nystrom offer an answer that will be hotly debated. They say, yes, the Reformation is over. This
book represents one particular viewpoint that stretches back to another hotly debated document
entitled “Evangelicals and Catholics Together” (ECT). This document speaks of the newfound
unity between Roman Catholics and Evangelicals “nearly five hundred years after the divisions
of the Reformation era.”2This approach views the Reformation as a necessary and most helpful
corrective of a medieval Roman Catholic church gone quite bad and adrift from the gospel and
the authority of Scripture. But times have changed, some argue. Consequently, the Reformation
is over. Instead of trumping the Catholic/Protestant distinction, we should seek unity within the
church, a unity that attempts to bridge the Protestant/Roman Catholic divide.In other circles,
such as recent movements within the Anglican Church, the Reformation is seen much more



negatively. It is seen as the source of division and strife, an unfortunate occurrence in the life of
the church, and a sin of the past that must be atoned for. This views the Reformation not as a
breakthrough but as a breakdown of the unity of the church, a failure to live up to Christ’s
command that the church be one (John 17:23).3Luther and the other Reformers cast their vote
for unity, but not for unity at all costs. The ecumenical spirit of our contemporary age neglects the
caution of the Reformers, establishing a Christian unity that is built on the flimsiest theological
foundations. Against the current drive for ecumenicism and even for pluralism, the Reformers
remind us that unity apart from a solid biblical and theological base builds a grand castle on
mere sand.There are also those within Evangelicalism or Protestantism who look askance at the
Reformation. They see the Reformation as causing too many divisions, too many denominations.
They don’t seek unity across the Roman Catholic/Protestant divide, but they do seek unity within
Protestantism. They see the Reformers as classic theological nitpickers, too concerned over
minutiae, who unnecessarily split the church. They cringe to think of all the denominations left to
us by the Reformation and cry out for unity.Against all of these challenges to the Reformation,
we need to realize that the Reformers saw nothing less than the gospel at stake. We sometimes
forget what Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and others risked in taking a stand for the gospel. They
risked their very lives. Regarding the Reformers’ work as nothing more than sowing seeds of
unfortunate division shows both little knowledge of and little respect for what they did. They were
human, and they had their faults and shortcomings. They sinned, sometimes greatly. But they
also, like the imperfect characters of the Bible, were used greatly by God. In other words, the
church should be grateful for the Reformation. And in this age of religious pluralism, theological
laxity, and biblical illiteracy, perhaps the Reformation is needed more than ever before.Prior to
the Reformation, there were various attempts to reform the church. Some movements addressed
issues of church leadership and government, trying to wrest control from the papacy. Other
groups tried to reform the extravagance of the church and its pursuit of wealth. Others
addressed the lackluster spirituality that was all too prevalent. These movements could put their
finger on the problem—they just couldn’t arrive at a solution. All of these movements failed
where the Reformation succeeded. The reason? The Reformation got to the heart of the matter:
right theology. The Reformers rightly diagnosed the disease, and they rightly administered the
necessary cure.
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Bibliophile, “Living the Word of God by the grace of God for the glory of God. “It's very hard for a
man to believe that God is gracious to him. The human heart can't grasp this”(Martin
Luther)SOME HIGHLIGHTSOCTOBER 31, 1517 – MARTIN LUTHER POSTS 95 THESES on
the door of ALL SAINTS CHURCH in WITTENBERGPope Leo X's extravagant tastes in art had
all but bankrupt the Vatican treasury. St. Peter's Cathedral was being renovated and
Michelangelo was painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Also, Cardinal Albert of Mainz
needed 10,000 ducats to purchase a third bishopric. He needed a prestigious church to store
over 8,100 relics and 42 holy skeletons which he had collected in doubt of his own place in
heaven. His enterprising monk, Johann Tetzel, devised a scheme to raise money by selling
indulgences, a practice that began during the Crusades. In order to muster knights, the Pope
would offer indulgences, giving time off in purgatory for those who fought. Tetzel composed the
advertising jingle,"When a coin in the coffee rings, a soul from Purgatory springs." People from
all over Germany thronged to buy indulgences. Luther posted his theses in the hope of debating
the church over the problem of buying salvation.Luther developed five "sola"s in his Reformation
theology.SOLA SCRIPTURA. The Word of God is the sole authority of the church, not tradition.
Salvation is by faith alone (SOLA FIDE), through grace alone (SOLA GRATIA), in Christ alone
(SOLA CHRISTUS). God has a calling for every person. Whether it is to be a church worker or a
farmer or miner or stonemason or anything else, it should be "done for the glory of God
alone" (SOLA DEO GLORIA) (1 Cor 10:31). Years later, the great composer Johann Sebastian
Bach would sign all each of his compositions JSB and SDG (Sola Deo Gloria).JANUARY 2,
1519 – ULRICH ZWINGLI BEGAN PREACHING THROUGH the ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT at
GROSSMNSTER (GREAT CATHEDRAL) IN ZURICHZwingli preached from Erasmus' Greek
New Testament, printed in 1516. Paul said in Romans 1:17 and Galatians 3:11 that the righteous
shall live by faith. For Zwingli and his congregation, centuries of the church's tradition had
transformed the light burden of Christ's grace into a labyrinth of rules and regulations. The
righteous were not called to live by faith but by works heaped upon works. Church tradition
included feasts and festal seasons with guidelines and procedures. There were vestments to be
worn and liturgies and practices to be performed. All of it demanded perfect compliance. Despite
natural appetites for bratwurst and sausage, these could not be eaten during Lent. Zwingli had a
problem with this. As he searched the Scriptures, he looked in vain for any such
regulations.Zwingli also found no warrant for a celibate priesthood. In 1522 he and eleven others
fixed their signatures to a petition entitled, “Petition to Allow Priests to Marry, or at Least to Wink
at Their Marriage.” Secretly, Zwingli married Anna Reinhart, a widow. Their marriage gradually
became public when they had four children!In a visit to Oetenbach, Zwingli gave a lecture
entitled “Of the Clarity and Certainty of the Word of God,” one of the finest pieces of Reformation
literature. Zwingli says the Word of God is powerful, clear, and certain. The Bible alone has the
power to change lives. It can “crush and destroy you” and at the same time lift you up and



comfort you; it can “give you joy rather than sorrow.” It is the very words of eternal life. True
religion derives from the Bible alone. The Church at that time had allowed too much superstition
and human tradition. Consequently Zwingli repudiated the Mass, reduced the sacraments from
seven to two, rejected purgatory, and dismissed the papal office. Zwingli died as a chaplain at
the Second Battle of Kappel on October 11, 1531.FEBRUARY 24, 1527 – THE ANABAPTIST
SCHLEITHEIM CONFESSIONLaws requiring infant baptism occurred as early as the 5th
century. However, the Anabaptists said that in the Bible, baptism only follows a profession of
faith, so infant baptism is fruitless. Their leaders had all been baptized as infants in the Roman
Catholic Church, so they proclaimed that all those who had been baptized as infants must be
baptized again as adults (The preposition “ana” is Greek for “again). They affirmed this in the
seven articles of their Schleitheim Confession. Luther disagreed with their fifth article which
omitted formal training for its clergy, relying only upon the Holy Spirit for their moral character.
Article six advocated pacifism, a complete separation between church and state, unlike Luther
and Calvin who integrated these two.The primary author of the Schleitheim Confession was
Michael Sattler, a Benedictine monk. He was charged with teaching that the body and blood of
Christ were not present in the Eucharist, that infant baptism does not conduce to salvation, that
the sacrament of extreme unction (last rites) was not Scriptural, and for leaving his Benedictine
order and marrying a wife. On May 21, 1527, Sattler was tortured and burned at the stake by the
Catholic Church. His wife was drowned.Regarding Christian involvement in society, Christ set
the boundaries for His disciples when He told them to be IN the world but not OF it. Praying to
His Father, Jesus said, “They themselves are IN the world...Keep them in Your name...I do not
ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not OF the
world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth (Jn
17:11-19).However, the Anabaptists believed that rather than Christians trying to change culture,
they should be against culture. They sought to establish their own communities with separate
identities. Their doctrines are summarized with the word “BASIN,” as in a basin for washing one's
feet, symbolizing humility and service to one's community.B = Brotherhood of all believers,
contrary to the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic ChurchA = Adult baptism, contrary to infant
baptismS = Separation of church and stateI = In the world but not of it, separating from
worldlinessN = Non-violent resistance (pacifism)THE AMISHLate in the 17th century, Jacob
Amman led a congregation of Swiss Brethren, a branch of the Mennonites, to a stricter
adherence of these principles. They lived in the mountains of Upper Alsace, Switzerland before
making a pilgrimage to William Penn's colony in Pennsylvania. The rich soil provided for their
economic survival as farmers. They adopted strict dress codes and reliance upon manual labor
as part of their distinctiveness from the world.THE MARTYRS' MIRRORThis 1,000-page book
by Thieleman J. van Braght was published in 1660. It compiles stories of Christian martyrs from
the time of the apostles.1535 – JOHN CALVIN PUBLISHES his INSTITUTES OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGIONOriginally, Calvin's local parish sent him to Paris to study theology in
preparation for the priesthood. But a falling out between his father and the church released



Calvin from his obligation. He turned to study law. He came under the influence of Nicholas Cop,
rector at the Sorbonne, the stronghold for Roman Catholicism in France. When Cop came out in
favor of Luther, Calvin joined him in 1534. One year later Calvin published his
Institutes.TULIPThis acronym for Calvin's theology wasn't formulated until after his death. The
followers of Jacob Arminus disagreed with Calvin on five major points in their Remonstrance of
1610. Reformed theologians answered with this acronym, which also represents the
Netherland's famous flower.T = the Total depravity of mankind, lost in sin.U = Unconditional
election. God chooses His own based on His good pleasure, not the merit of persons.L =
Limited Atonement. Christ died for the elect.I = Irresistible grace. God's calling of individuals to
Himself cannot be thwarted.P = Perseverance of the saints. The salvation of the elect is
secure.Perhaps Calvin's greatest contribution was through his theology, which
produced......such theologians as Charles Hodge and B.B. Warfield from Princeton....such
evangelists as Jonathan Edwards, Charles Spurgeon and John Piper....such missionaries as
William Carey....such philosophers as John Witherspoon, Alvin Plantinga, Francis Schaeffer,
Hans Rookmaker and Nicholas Wolterstorff....such politicians as the Netherlands' Prime
Minister Abraham Kuyper.Calvin and Luther never met, but Calvin wrote to him, “Would that I
could fly to you, that I might even for a few hours enjoy the happiness of your society...but seeing
that it is not granted to us on earth, I hope that shortly it will come to pass in the kingdom of
God.”Both Calvin and Luther said that the mark of a true church was the preaching of the Word
of God.Calvin, now hunted by the Catholic Church, fled to Geneva, Switzerland. After each
church service, Calvin locked the doors of the church to teach his congregation to go out into the
world. He said that this is God's world and Christians are to cultivate it and enjoy it for His glory.
Under his leadership, the city of Geneva promoted laws that supported the family, outlawed
spousal abuse, elevated marriage as an institution, outlawed public drunkenness and disorderly
conduct, and built hospitals and schools.1534 – THE ACT OF SUPREMACYKing Henry VIII
(1509-1547) was desperate for a male heir to his throne. His wife Catherine had given him six
children, but only one survived, Mary. Henry sought an annulment from his marriage to
Catherine of Aragon, the niece of the Holy Roman Emperor. He pressured the pope not to grant
the annulment which would shame his family, so the pope complied. However, Thomas
Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, did annul Henry's marriage so he could marry Anne
Boleyn.In 1534, the English Parliament declared the king of England to be head of the English
church, not the pope. Vast reform of the church was needed. Henry began dissolving the
Catholic monasteries, less for religious purposes and more to increase his wealth from large
tracts of productive farmlands and forests. Cranmer did what he could. He revised The Book of
Common Prayer, wrote his Homilies, (sermons to be preached in English pulpits), and
contributed to the Thirty-Nine Articles (the doctrinal confession of the Anglican Church).When
Henry's daughter, Mary, became the Catholic Queen of England (1553-1558), she never forgot
the shame that Cranmer caused her mother, Catherine, by annulling her marriage. She had
Cranmer imprisoned and then burned at the stake. Also imprisoned were Nicholas Ridley,



Bishop of Rochester, and Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester. During their trial, they rejected
papal authority and the Roman Mass. At the stake, when the flames licked their bodies, Latimer
famously said, “Be of good comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man. We shall this day light a candle
by God grace, in England, as I trust never shall be put out.”THE BOOK OF COMMON
PRAYERThe Book of Common Prayer contained prayers for every area of life. In the 17th
century, travel by sea was common but dangerous. Navigation depended upon favorable winds
and currents, and pirates presented a serious threat. Consequently, there are prayers for sea
travel, committing one to God's providence at the start of a voyage. There are prayers for storms
at sea, a longer prayer for more tepid storms and a short one for more urgent occasions.
Sometimes the bare minimum of words suffice: “Help, Lord, have mercy on us.” There are
prayers for going out to battle. The psalmist cries to God to smite His enemies. There arr prayers
for births and deaths, for the dawn of a new day and for its close as the sun sets. In sum, all of
life should be a matter of prayer.THE HOMILIESPrior to the English Reformation, the Mass was
the church service, with preaching rarely done. Cranmer wrote twelve Homilies to help promote
the preaching of the Word of God throughout English churches. He wrote, “This is the ordinance
of God, that they which believe in Christ should be saved without works, by faith only, freely
receiving remission of their sins.”And again he wrote, “The words of Holy Scripture be called the
words of everlasting life. They have the power to convert through God's promise. This word
whoever is diligent to read, great affection to the transitory things of this world shall be
diminished in him, and the great desire of heavenly things shall increase to him.”Whereas
Germany had the Lutherans and Calvin and Zwingli produced the Reformed Church, England
produced Anglicans, Puritans, Presbyterians, Independents (Congregationalists), and Baptists.
It took about a century and a half for these groups to learn to live together through the Act of
Toleration of 1689.1559 – THE ACT of CONFORMITYQueen Elizabeth I enacted a law for all
England to be subject to the Anglican Church. However, the Puritans did not believe the reforms
of the Anglican Church went far enough. They got their name from their opponents who said
they were looking for a pure church. They were wrongly caricatured as being too severe, gloomy,
and joyless. They actually spoke about the immeasurable love of God as much as they did about
the depravity of mankind. They sought refuge first in the Netherlands and then America, sailing
on the Mayflower and landing at Plymouth Rock in 1620.Puritans were proficient preachers.
They believed that faith in Christ should permeate every area of life. They endeavored to live the
Word of God by the grace of God for the glory of God. For them, this was the good life.1657 –
AMERICA'S FIRST POET, PURITAN ANNE BRADSTREETShe wrote a prayer-poem for her
oldest son, Samuel, as he traveled across the ocean to England.Thou Mighty God of Sea and
Land,I here resigne into Thy handThe Son of Prayers, of vowes, of teares,The child I stay'd for
many yeares.Thou heard'st me then, and gav'st him me;Hear me again, I give him Thee.He's
nine, but more, O Lord, Thine own,For sure Thy Grace on him is shone.No friend I have like
Thee to trust,For mortal helps are brittle Dust.Preserve, O Lord, from stormes and wrack,Protect
him there, and bring him back;And if thou shalt spare me a space,That I again may see his



face,Then shall I celebrate thy Praise,And Bless thee for't even all my Dayes.If otherwise I goe to
Rest,They Will be done, for that is best;Perswade my heart I shall him seeFor ever happefy'd
with Thee.”

Seth McBee, “Helpful Introduction.... Stephen J. Nichols has been coming out with a lot of books
lately and has been highly recommended by a lot of people that I respect. I decided to take a
look at a couple of his books and this one in particular, being that I am always looking for more
information on the Reformation.Nichols sets this up for an introduction for the differing
reformations that happened all over the globe after the way that was paved by Wycliffe and Hus
and then finally with the most powerful Martin Luther.You can actually get a great understanding
of where the book will lead you by seeing the different chapter titles.1. Five Hundred Years Old
and Still Going Strong: Why the Reformation Matters Today2. A Monk and a Mallet: Martin
Luther and the German Reformation3. Some Middle-Aged Men and a Sausage Supper: Ulrich
Zwingli and the Swiss Reformation4. The Not-So-Radical Radical Reformers: The Anabaptists
and the Reformation5. An Overnight Stay in Geneva: John Calvin and the Swiss Reformation6. A
King and a Divorce: The Anglicans and the British Reformation7. Men in Black: The Puritans and
the British Reformation8. Women in Black Too: The Untold Story of Women and the
ReformationAppendix: In Their Own Words: Selections from Documents of the ReformationSo,
as you can see Nichols tries to cover a lot of ground in one little book, as the book, including the
appendix is only 150 pages. It is very short in a lot of areas but it has to be so that the reader that
is not accustomed to the Reformation can get their pallet wet enough to want to read other
works that get more detailed each of these particular reformation periods.The one thing that was
stated at the first of the book that I was excited to see more about, that I found lacking, came
when Nichols said we need to "humanize" the people of history. Meaning, we need to show who
they were and not merely what they did. I felt as though Nichols did a pretty good job in this with
Luther, but felt that this dropped off in the future chapters with the others. This, by no means,
makes this book a disappointment and would definitely recommend it to others for an
introduction to who and what went before us.Nichols does make this history very readable and
interesting to read without merely spitting out facts, which is happening in another book I am
reading on the same subject. The book flows very well and makes you want to learn more about
the reformers, instead of seeing history as a dry and dead subject.I look forward to reading more
books by Nichols and would defnitely recommend this to any who need an introduction to the
Reformation from Wycliffe to the Puritans.”

Jonathan Calloway, “A Good Place to Start. If you've new to Reformed thinking or if you've not
really ever really payed that much attention to Reformation history or Theology, this is a great
place to start. I've always been a fan of Dr. Nichol's writing, and this book is a good example. It
has just enough history and theology to keep you reading. It is not overwhelming, and it serves
as a great springboard for more reading and study. I especially appreciated his treatment of all



aspects of the Reformation including the Puritans as well as the Women of the reformation. This
is a nice, concise introduction to the Reformation which includes handy references to other
works that may be of interest, including Luther and Calvin's best works, as well as those of the
Puritan writers. If you didn't pay much attention in history class, and you are new to Reformed
thought, this is definitely well worth the read.”

Daniel Pollin, “History at its best. This is an excellent introduction to the reformation. The book is
written in an enjoyable and highly readable style. Dates, facts and figures are weaved into an
engaging text.”

Ebook Library Reader, “very mine blowing. very mine blowing”

Robert Harris, “Five Stars. all was great”

The book by Stephen J. Nichols has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 82 people have provided feedback.
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